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In Europe emergency medical services 
are undergoing development to reflect 
changes in healthcare delivery with the 
centralization of highly specialized medical 
care to fewer and more specialized hospitals 
and emergency departments. The emphasis 
in the past was mainly on providing safe and 
comfortable transportation, rather than on 
delivering high-levels of acute clinical care. 
This change over the last two decades has 
led to an increased focus on pre-hospital 
care. 

It is extremely complicated and difficult to 
save a life. Though it may be individuals who 
perform CPR, attach the defibrillator, secure 
the airway, and administer medications, 
it is a system that makes it all possible. 
Cooperation between the dispatch center, 
the ambulance services and the emergency 
department is essential in saving lives. Lives 
are saved not just by highly trained EMS 
professionals, but by highly efficient EMS 
systems.

There exists incredible variety and diversity 
among EMS systems. No two systems are 
the same. In Denmark there are five health 
care regions and even though we are a small 
country there are differences between the 
regions. 

In Denmark just as in all of Europe we need 
to address common challenges and establish 
cooperation. In the wake of the terrible 
events in both Brussells and Paris it is more 

important than ever that we can learn from 
each other. This will in the end strengthen 
our systems and save lives. 

I’m incredibly proud that the first European 
Emergency Medical Services Congress will 
be held in Copenhagen from 30th May to 
1st June 2016. EMS2016 will bring together 
scientists and professionals in the areas of 
emergency medical services and pre-hospital 
care. Through innovation, involvement and a 
creative approach, the congress will provide 
the latest knowledge in the area – from the 
citizen’s emergency call all the way to the 
actual pre-hospital treatment.

EMS2016 will be held in Greater 
Copenhagen. Greater Copenhagen is 
where Denmark meets Sweden and 
Scandinavia meets the world. It is where 
we cooperate and connect people, access 
sectors, industries, cultures and countries. It 
is freedom and happiness. 

To all the first responders, emergency 
medical technicians, paramedics, emergency 
tele-communicators, doctors, nurses and all 
who work in emergency medical services: 
Thank you for your work! 

I look forward to seeing you in Copenhagen. 

Warm regards,  

Sophie Hæstorp Andersen 

Chairman of the Regional Council of the 
Capital Region of Denmark
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Welcome to 
Copenhagen!
By Sophie Hæstorp Andersen 
Chairman of the Regional Council of the Capital Region 
of Denmark

In 2012 Denmark was on the cover of Ambulance Today under the headline “Let’s go Danish.”  This spring 
Denmark is once again on the cover of the magazine due to the first European Emergency Services 
Congress that will be held in Copenhagen. 

Capital Region of Denmark
– Some facts and figures:
• 1.8 M. inhabitants

• 2,561 square km - approx. 6% of Denmark

• 29 municipalities

• Population density five times higher than the
 country’s average

• Approx. 40,000 employees

• Total budget approx. 5 billion euros
 (38 billion dkk.)

• The Capital Region of Denmark is one of five 
 regional administrative units in Denmark. It
 provides healthcare, mental healthcare services
 and also carries out research and regional
 development for 30% of the population in
 Denmark.

• In addition to hosting the largest health care
 system in Denmark, the region is also home to
 one of the world’s strongest life science clusters,
 and 70% of Denmark’s biotech companies are
 located in the area.

• Denmark is in fourth place among the OECD
 countries regarding scientific publications per
 inhabitant and similarly in third place regarding
 citations. Accordingly health research in the
 Capital Region ranks among the best in Europe.
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